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The ancestral traditions of the Golden Triangle, 
so vital a century ago, are in jeopardy of vanishing with the wind. 

Now is the time to shine a light on these vibrant cultures, 
for should we lose any of them,  

we surely lose a part of the soul of our humanity. 
 
 

Please join us in honoring, sharing, and sustaining 
endangered intangible traditions. 

 



Executive Summary 
 

‘Reach Back, Reach Deep, Reach Out’ 
 
What 
 

Cultural Crossroads, a multi-cultural center in Chiang Mai, Thailand, will serve as a 
valuable repository, dynamic showcase, and far-reaching social initiative to sustain 
the material culture, history, traditions, and beliefs of the indigenous peoples of the 
mountains of the Golden Triangle. 
 

Through permanent and temporary multi-media exhibitions, public events, 
educational programs, on-going documentation, experiences of living culture, and 
outreach in the villages, Cultural Crossroads hopes to inspire and inform national and 
international visitors, while honoring and validating the full spectrum of people who 
share this corner of the world. 
 
Why 
 

Cultural Crossroads’ mission is to collect, document, conserve, and exhibit the 
unique physical and cultural heritage of the numerous ethnic groups of Southeast 
Asia. 
 

What makes Cultural Crossroads distinctive from other institutions, however, is its 
pledge to work with indigenous groups in a lasting alliance and be guided by their 
vision and knowledge of protecting our planet. The preservation of culture and the 
environment must go hand in hand. In this way, new generations may begin to apply 
age-old practices creatively to contemporary endeavors.  We must look back to look 
forward. 
 

The world must bear witness to the majesty of the diverse cultures of our planet by 
making a commitment to swift action: preserving those ancestral arts that are 
vanishing and safeguarding those that are transforming. Should we lose any of these 
practices, we surely lose part of the soul of our humanity. 
 
Where 
  

Cultural Crossroads is pleased to settle in Chiang Mai, the largest city of northern 
Thailand, known as an exciting center of historical and cultural awareness – social, 
educational, artistic, and spiritual – as well as of commercial enterprise. Importantly, 
Chiang Mai, situated amid mountains, forests, and fields, is also a thriving 
‘crossroads’ of indigenous peoples, creating a profusion of unique colors, languages, 
and traditions. 
 

The long-term vision for Cultural Crossroads is to establish two venues, beginning 
with a thriving center in the city and, after several years, a satellite venue in the 
country.  
 

Cultural Crossroads Town: A permanent location in downtown Chiang Mai, housed 
in a spacious multi-level gallery with adequate room for exhibitions, concerts, 
lectures, café/restaurant, gift shop, library, audio-visual center, office, and storage.
  
 

Cultural Crossroads Country: A ‘living village’ on the outskirts of the city with 
traditional structures, where on-going displays, demonstrations, and workshops of 
traditional arts – weaving, dyeing, basketry, silversmithing, fabricating instruments, 
growing organic produce, and cooking – are led by indigenous artisans. 
 
When  
 

Cultural Crossroads Town is slated to open in Chiang Mai City in 2022.   
 
 



How 
 

The Cultural Crossroads Foundation and Board of Directors serve to ensure that the 
proposal and its implementation are clear, all encompassing, and conducive to our 
partners, sponsors, and donors. 
 

A collaborative Council of Indigenous Leaders and Future Leaders, together with 
local and international specialists, will assist in the design and functioning of the 
center. 
 

The magnificent Songs of Memory archives – comprehensive collections of textiles, 
jewelry, musical instruments, handcrafts, tools, and photos, films, and recordings 
amassed for over a decade by researcher Victoria Vorreiter – will provide the 
permanent cornerstone for the Cultural Crossroads exhibitions. 
 
 

 
 

Xob Lwm Vaj demonstrates his Qeej Skills at the New Year Festival 
Ban Tan, Phongsali Province, Laos 

             
Thank you, Victoria, for this amazing and awe-inspiring exhibit. Your poetic descriptions of 
the traditional customs, beliefs, and ceremonies beautifully complemented the magnificent 
photos.  It has truly made me re-think my own existence and connection with the natural 
world and inspired me to learn more about the ancient cultures before they are lost forever.  
Thank you so much.            Marc Cavatgorta 
 
Victoria, Pauline and I went to the exhibition at the Three Kings (Chiang Mai Cultural 
Centre) and were truly amazed. Neither the Metropolitan Museum in New York, nor the 
Victoria and Albert Museum in London could have achieved what you have done. We spent a 
full two hours there until we could absorb no more.          Anthony and Pauline Bottrill 
 
As one of the most important initiatives to counteract the spread of cultural amnesia, Victoria 
Vorreiter’s Hmong Songs of Memory multi-media project deserves the highest recognition 
and support locally and globally. For the research community, her work points the way 
forward to a holistic methodological practice built on interdisciplinary partnership. This 
work is no doubt one of the most significant archives in recent musicological writings. 
          Dr. Kjell Skyllstad
  

Cultural Crossroads 
www.CulturalCrossroads-GoldenTriangle.org 


